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Under suitable safeguards, there is no reason to sup-
pose that this is the case. It is important to see that
officials who exercise this type of jurisdiction are free
from the pressure of their political superiors to decide
in one way rather than another; and it is important, also,
to ensure that their methods of investigation are fair as
between the parties to the issue. Obviously, also, the
question of vires is fundamental; a department ought
not, as a general rule, to have an absolute and final right
to determine the limits of its own authority. Granted
that the growth of administrative law is implicit in
the nature of the modern State, the problems it raises
turn upon the institutional answers we make to these
questions.
The second of them is comparatively simple, and the
evidence already suggests that it has been satisfactorily
solved. Granted a full opportunity to state a case, granted,
also, that the decision made reveals the grounds upon
which it has been built, on this side the citizen is at
least as likely to obtain full consideration before an
administrative tribunal as before a Court of Law; and he
is likely to receive it more swiftly and at far less cost
The real heart of the problem is in the first and third
of the questions I have noted. A jurisdiction entrusted
to a minister is, of course> one that he cannot exercise
in person. He merely confirms a finding that will be
made by his officials. They are pretty certain to be un-
known to the general public; and it is a good rule that
a judicial function should be entrusted only to known
persons. Since, further, there enters into the exercise
of this function an element of law, it is important, also,
that their administrative knowledge should be linked to
a legal training. It is, I think, important, also, that the
public should be assured that they have some security
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